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STORY OF MY LIFE. 31

like those I had passed through. I was out after
fuel as usual, when I saw the soldiers coming, but
was too weak to feel much joy at seeing them.
They rode up to me and a few dismounted, and
coming to me asked if 1 did not want something to
eat. 1 answered that I did not care. I shall never
forget the pitying looks bent on me by those strong
men. Tears stood in every eye as one of the officerr
gave me a part of a buscuit. 1 ate that, but did
not care for more, but in 8 few days I was hungry
enough to eat anything. I could not have lived
many days longer if help had not reached us.

The soldiers commenced at once making prepar-
ations for return to the fort. They took us about
three miles from our camp the next day after their
arrival, and went into camp there, and waited for
us to get ready. They told us to make us some
clothing before starting. 'We made some skirts out
of blankets which they gave us, and we wore some
of their underclothes, and their short blue coats,
which were comfortable, for it was getting to be
cold days and nights, as it was now the 25th or 26th

[ of October. I cannot speak half well enough of
the soldiers to express their kind and gentlemanly
treatment of us, and I shall carry through life the
recollection not only of the kindness but even of

! the features of those large-hearted soldiers, and I
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